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St. Helens School District 
GOOD NEWS!

The 8th grade girls basketball team had the opportunity to play 

a game at the Moda Center. The game was officiated by 

Nate Brusselback and former school board member, Jeff Howell. 





Rotary Student of the Month 

Kaeley Brummer 

The Columbia County Rotary Club and McBride Elementary are pleased to honor Kaeley 
Brummer as the January Rotary Student of the Month. 
 
Kaeley exhibits so much enthusiasm for learning! She is a leader with a contagious smile 
and positive attitude. She is eager to help wherever/whenever needed, whether it be a 
school-wide project for PTO, Choir, or helping a fellow classmate on an assignment. Kaeley 
is involved in many activities and even plays sports year round.  
 
She is the announcement coach helping students as they prepare and practice for daily 
announcements, and is very involved in the music program at McBride.  The music teacher 
at McBride said that Kaeley sets high standards for herself in all things music at McBride. 
 When creating a composition, she was the only student across six classes to take her 
composition home and create a two page, two-handed composition.   She actively sought 
help for how to write her composition in a unique time signature.  When she was finished, 
she helped tutor other students who needed help.  
 
Additionally, throughout two years in after-school choir, Kaeley has demonstrated a 
commitment to excellence, trying out for every solo and singing an entire song prepared on 
her own time.  During choir practice, she leads her section in singing harmonies and is the 
first to notice and help another student to succeed.  Kaeley has sung the Star Spangled 
Banner in front of the school multiple times, showing leadership and courage.  Kaeley is a 
hard worker in her academics, relates well to both adults and peers, and is an inspirational 
student to both students and staff.  We love Miss Kaeley Brummer at McBride and the 
smile that she brings to school every day.  She is a treasure who represents McBride well! 
 
Congratulations, Kaeley! 
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DEE ANNA HENRIE 

Les Schwab 

Tire Less Teacher 

Ms. Henrie is the first person that comes to mind as a Tire Less 
Teacher.  I have worked with her as a parent and as a fellow staff 
member. She was impressive as a fellow staff member at Lewis & 
Clark, but I am most grateful for her hard work during the time my 
daughter had her as a 5th and 6th grade teacher. She challenged my 
daughter and pushed her academically. She encouraged her to think 
and express her feelings. Our family went through some tough 
emotional times and Ms. Henrie made sure she saw her way through 
it. I appreciate her hard work as a teacher.



ELKS TEEN OF THE MONTH 

AJ 

Jennings 

St. Helens High School is pleased to announce that AJ Jennings has been selected as the 
Elks Teen of the Month for December. AJ is an outstanding young man who works hard, is 
very bright, cares about the school, his community and always seems to have a smile on his 
face! 
 
AJ’s teachers had nothing but glowing comments and reactions when discussing AJ and 
what he brings to the school and classroom. One of AJ’s teachers, Ms. Blount, who teaches 
Language Arts, had this to say, “As for AJ Jennings as the Elks teen of the month, I totally 
support the nomination!  AJ is incredibly intelligent but just as kind.  He is ever-curious, open 
to new ideas and is eager to broaden his own perspectives as much as those of others”. 
Another teacher also talked about how AJ is always trying to get the most out of a school day
and is always interested in learning all he can learn while giving great effort to do his best. 
 
As for activities, AJ is involved in band and robotics which take up most of his time. He plays 
in several bands, including marching band, wind ensemble, and jazz band. During the winter 
and spring, he spends a lot of time on robotics where he helps design, fabricate and 
fundraise for the competing robot each season. AJ is also involved in Key Club and Advisory 
Club while at school. Outside of school, he works as an IT guy for Lower Columbia 
Engineering as well as for other individuals or organizations who need technical advising or 
support. 
 
AJ plans to pursue a bachelor’s degree in Electrical and Mechanical Engineering at OSU 
after which he is thinking about possibly a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering. He would like to 
prepare for a career in computer hardware engineering or robotics. He is also considering a 
consulting business, “Which would be very feasible considering the direction of the 
economy”, according to AJ. 
 
AJ is an outstanding student and clearly personifies all that the Elks Teen award represents. 



8th grade PE students visiting Oregon 

Trail Lanes after completing a bowling 

unit in PE class.



January is School Board 
Appreciation Month 

We would like to thank our five School Board members for their service to 
the District and to the greater St. Helens community. Kellie Smith, Melody 
Killens, Bill Amos, Trinity Monahan, and Ryan Scholl do an excellent job of 
serving the District’s students, staff, parents and the overall community. 
 
Please join us in thanking each of them for their service to the St. Helens 
School District.



Teacher In-Service Days at SHSD 

DATES AVAILABLE: 
February 1st 

April 12th 

Kids in grades K-8 can participate in a full day program while 
the St. Helens School District is closed for a teacher work day 
or in-service day. Kids will be playing games, swimming, arts 
& crafts, sports and other activities that keep them engaged 
and active. 

Register in advance by emailing recreation@ci.st-helens.or.us 
Space is limited to the first 30 kids that are signed up. 

$25 per child paid in advance 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB

8:00 AM 
till 

6:00 PM 
Kids must bring a 

sack lunch. 
Only light snacks will 

be provided.





https://goo.gl/forms/R8OPjk6v2kDvjlAy1


Current Construction at 

St. Helens Middle School



ST. HELENS MIDDLE SCHOOL

It has truly been an incredible experience to watch 

Columbia County Education Campus and St. Helens 

Middle School as they are constructed. Thank you to the 

St. Helens community for supporting St. Helens students! 

 

A special thank you to Steve Duch, Project Manager at 

Triplett Wellman, for providing us with this photo as well 

as an amazing video that can be found on our Facebook 

page. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/shsd502/
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